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" Lent unto Bengemy Johnsone, at the apoynt-
nient of E. Alleyn, and William Birde, the 22 of
June, 1602, in earnest of a Tboocke called Richard
Crook-back; and for new adycions for Jeronimo, the
some of x/6."

I insert the following letter, which has been lately
found at Bulwich College, as a literary curiosity. It
shows how very highly Alleyn the player was esti-
mated. What the wager alluded to was, it is now
impossible to ascertain. It probably was, that Alleyn
would equal his predecessors Knell and Bentley, in
some part which they had performed, and in which
his contemporary, George Peel, had likewise been
admired.

" Your answer the other night so well pleased the
gentlemen, as I was satisfied therewith, though to
the hazarde of the wager: and yet my meaning was
not to prejudice Peele's credit, neither wolde it,
though it pleased you so to excuse it. But beinge
now growen farther in question, the partie affected
to Bently scornynge to win the wager by your deniall,
hath now given you libertie to make choyce of any
one play that either Bently or Knell plaide; and
least this advantage agree not with your mind, he is
contented both the plaie and the tyme shal be re-
ferred to the gentlemen here present. I see not how
you can any waie hurt your credit by this action : for
if you excell them, you will then be famous; if equal!
them, you win both the wager and credit; if short
of them, we must and will sale, NED ALLEN STILL.
" Your friend to his powrer,

" W. P.

Hawkins, when he republished this piece in 1773, printed most
of Jonson's additions to it, at the bottom of the page, as " foisted
in by the players."